      Calvary Presbyterian Church of Big Lick
       Open to the Spirit… Eager to Welcome… Ready to Serve.
                         THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
              	                      March 8, 2026                                  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
PRELUDE             “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                 
   CALL TO WORSHIP 		(from The Last Sweet Mile, paraphrased)																										                                  
One:  The longer we walk with Christ, the deeper our conviction will grow that all of life is      worship … for God.
Many:  Every encounter is a chance to show the love of God to others.  May we be that people.
PRAYER	
* HYMN  14                                "For the Beauty of the Earth" 
* CALL TO CONFESSION 																																							          				
* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (David’s prayer recorded in Psalm 38)
O Lord, do not rebuke us in Your wrath, nor chasten us in Your hot displeasure!  For Your arrows pierce us deeply and Your hand presses us down.  There is no soundness in our flesh because of Your anger, nor any health in our bones because of our sin.  Lord, all our desire is before You and our sighing is not hidden from You.  Restore trust and love that we may walk in Your ways and delight in doing Your will.  We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.
(A Time of Silent Confession)
* WORDS OF ASSURANCE  (Psalm 25:4-5)
	Show me Your ways, O Lord:  teach me Your paths, lead me in Your truth and teach me,
      for You are the God of my salvation;  on You I wait all day.
[bookmark: _Hlk217511687] * RESPONSE:  Hymn 438     “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”    (v. 2)                                                                                                       
	Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands.
	Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow,
	all for sin could not atone.  Thou must save, and thou alone.
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION																													     
SCRIPTURE READING:                                                                                                                   
  PSALM 95:1-7                                                                                                                                Wil Thompson		
Oh come, let us sing to the LORD!
      Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; 
	Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 
For the LORD is the great God, 
	and the great King above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of the earth; 
	The heights of the hills are His also. 
		The sea is His, for He made it; 
			And His hands formed the dry land. 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
	Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
		For He is our God, 
			and we are the people of His pasture, 
				and the sheep of His hand.
JOHN 4:1-42
      Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, (though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples), He left Judea and departed again to Galilee.  But He needed to go through Samaria.  So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  Now Jacob’s well was there.  Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well.  It was about the sixth hour. 
       A woman of Samaria came to draw water.  Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” for His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.  Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?”  For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.”  The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep.  Where then do You get that living water?   Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?”  Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst.  But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”   The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” 
      Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”  The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.”  Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband;  in that you spoke truly.”  The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.  Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.”  Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.  You worship what you do not know;  we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.  But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth;  for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.”  Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”
      And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman;  yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?”  The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men,  “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did.  Could this be the Christ?”  Then they went out of the city and came to Him.
      In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”  But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.”  Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?”  Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.  Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’?  Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!  And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.  For in this the saying is true:  ‘One sows and another reaps.’  I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored;  others have labored, and you have entered into their labors.”
       And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.”  So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days.   And many more believed because of His own word.  Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”
SERMON                                                    “An Encounter with Christ”                                      Elder David Wood
* HYMN 366                                        “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”          
[bookmark: _Hlk215607563]* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  	
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, dead, and buried;  
he descended into hell;  	
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
	I believe in the Holy Ghost;  the holy catholic church;  the communion of saints;  the forgiveness of sins;  the resurrection of the body;  and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer)
	… Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.
OUR OFFERING
   * THE DOXOLOGY:  Hymn 606  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  praise him all creatures here below;  
     praise him above, ye heavenly hosts;  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
* HYMN 720             “Jesus Call Us”
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   (2 Corinthians 13:14)
      The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.  Amen.
* CLOSING:   Hymn 542        “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”        (v.1)   
God be with you till we meet again;  loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
with a shepherd’s care enfold you:  God be with you till we meet again.
* indicates places to stand, if you are able
THE SESSION
									Nancy Buchanan											Karen Shanks			                                Bill Beckett				
				Bill Heinsch	*												   Dianne Speicher 														Trish Jolley*
				Martha Weaver                             Debby Wilson*														   Trudy Rauch
                                                       Vickie Rhea – Clerk of Session
* = serving second term (and therefore cannot be re-elected)
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING to worship with us here at Calvary Presbyterian Church of Big Lick.  If you are visiting with us today, we are delighted to welcome you as our guest.  We hope that today’s service is meaningful for you.  If you would like to know more about making Calvary Church your church home, please speak to one of the elders on Session (listed above). 
ELDER OF THE MONTH:  The elder of the month for March is Nancy Buchanan.  Her cell phone number is 931-200-7688, and her email address is nancanabuck@gmail.com.
WE WELCOME BACK TO CALVARY CHURCH ELDER DAVID WOOD.  David and Angie live in Nashville and had a lot of damage from the recent ice storm!  David serves on the Middle Tennessee Presbytery Commission on Ministry where he chairs the Transitions Task Force.  He is a member of First Presbyterian Church in Nashville.
YOGA has resumed on Monday mornings, at 10 a.m.
THE PULPIT NOMINATING COMMITTEE (PNC) will meet again this coming Wednesday, May 11th, at 5:30 p.m.
THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH will meet this Friday, March 13th, at 10:30 a.m. at the church.
AND ON SATURDAY, the Men’s Breakfast will be held, beginning at 8:00 a.m.
NEXT SUNDAY, Rev. Clarice Mitchell will be back with us as our worship leader.
JOYS 
	Birthdays:                                      
     Mon.	3/9	Robbie Wilson
	Anniversaries:                                 (none)
CONCERNS
Cancer Patients:

Chuck Burgess
Janet Choate
Ted Gibson
Stan Gambill
Lee Heffner’s sister-in-law, 
Jim Martin
Jerry Nash
Casee Smith
Jerry Walker
Other Concerns
Carol Barker
Bill Beckett
Chris Canova
Charlene Dorn
Harold Hankins
Becca Hayes
George Haimbach
Heather Hazel
Ruth Kerley
Aaron Lisic
LeAlan McFadden
Myra Moody
Lori Myers
The Norris Family
Linda Pollock
Don Pope
Darlene Rogers
Tony Settles
Judy Smathers
Ruth Smith
Amanda Vincent
Landen Wilson


Continuing Concerns

Sharon Anderson
Mabel Blaylock
Buck Buchanan
Marvin Davis
Michael Jones
June McFarland
Sara Rector
Martha Tinch
Children in situations out of their control
Christians abroad in dangerous situations
Peace in the Middle East
People with mental health issues
Our PNC as they do their work
People dealing with the aftermath of     
      floods and snowstorms – particularly the
      people of Nashville.
Prayers for peace in Ukraine, and for all 
     those refugees displaced by the wars

(Bold letters = recently mentioned concerns)


IN CASE YOU MISSED IT:   
·       LAST WEEK, we all shared in the joy of the 30 baskets of food that were collected.  The food will be divided among two or three organizations serving the community. 
·  	JOY WAS SHARED for the news that Izzy Rector has been cleared by the doctors so she can again play basketball.
·      THE CHURCH’S FACE LIFT:  More work has been done this week in covering the “wooden parts” of the church walls with siding.  
· UPCOMING WORSHIP LEADERS:  The worship leaders for the next several Sundays are as follows:    
					March 15th:  Rev. Clarice Mitchell
					March 22nd:	Elder Cade Arnold
· THE PROCESS CONTINUES!  The PNC has received summaries of minister’s resumes who computer-match our church’s profile.  The Committee is reviewing these summaries to see if any of them sound like possible candidates for our position.  Please keep the PNC and potential candidates in your prayers as the process moves forward from these early steps.  If you have questions, feel free to talk to Judy Venable (443-285-1287), chair, or any of the other PNC members:  Vickie Rhea, Lindsay Thompson, Martha Weaver, or Bill Beckett.
· WEBSITE REQUEST!  Our Church web address is:  Biglickpc.wixsite.com/calvary. 
·  We want to include a new section on the website entitled:  “What I Like About Calvary Church.  We are asking people to write on a piece of paper a few words, or a sentence about what you like about our church, and/or why someone else should visit Calvary Church.  These will be collated and added to the website.
·  We are always looking for pictures of activities to post on the website.  PLEASE NOTE:  it would be helpful if you can send a CAPTION along with the pictures, to make sure they are identified properly.] 
·  Jim Beachboard manages our website.  His contact information is: jbeach323@gmail.com  or 931-200-4386.
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